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The Carronade
by Cannons Online Cannon Maker Forrest Taylor

The Cannon Maker’s Column: So You Want To Buy A Reproduction Cannon? 7 Important Steps You Need To Take When Buying A Used Carriage
You can find good and plentiful information about what to look for in used cannon barrels in resources like The Artilleryman magazine or the Cannoneer by M. C. Switlik or by contacting us at www.cannonsonline.com directly.  As for used carriages, there is far less information on what to look for when buying.  One thing is for certain, however, after buying a used carriage, you’ll have learned more about carriage making faster than by buying a new one.  Here are seven important steps to take while kicking the tires and slamming the preponderance that will help with the learning curve.
STEP 1.  Ask why the carriage is up for sale.  Perhaps the owner is getting out of the hobby or wanting to upgrade to a newer gun.  Most people sell because the carriage they have is not financially feasible for them to repair.  I think most owners would be willing to point out weaknesses in their carriage.  But, just in case the owner hasn’t noticed or has “overlooked” a weakness or two, here are some additional steps to take.
STEP 2.  Since most of us want a historically accurate piece, take a copy of the original plans with you for comparison purposes.   If you have problems getting copies of original plans, just contact me.  I should be able to help.  In addition to a copy of the original plans, take tools like an adjustable wrench, screwdriver, hammer, small car jack, magnet and ice pick, and plan to do the following kinds of investigation.
[image: image1.jpg]STEP 3.  With the owner’s permission, try loosening all the nuts.  It’s not necessary to remove them, just make sure they’ll break free and are not rusted or frozen.  If there’s a washer under the nut, move it away from the wood, since you’ll usually be able to see how many repaints have been applied. While you’re there, check if the bolt hole has been painted.  If the holes were not painted when the carriage was made, there may be a problem with deep wood rot or rust on the bolt. You should keep in mind that a functional gun should have ALL bolts free of rust. Think of bolts as the backbones of the carriage. If one is bad, then you are increasing the stress to the other bolts dramatically.  That’s bad. 
 I’ll bet this nut will need some help coming off. Note also, the 
repainting did not stick to the original paint that has oxidized in the sun.
STEP 4.  Use the screwdriver and hammer to remove the “Lynch Pin” from the axle, but only after raising the carriage off the ground a few inches with a car jack.  BE CAREFUL and chock the wheels first.  Now turn the wheel and see if it rotates freely.  
STEP 5.  Check if there is grease on the axle.  If not, there could be a rust problem in the hub or a cracked Nave Box.  If the Nave Box is cracked, you would suffer a twofold problem. First, a loss of axle grease will cause the axle to eventually bind, but more importantly, the loss of lubricant will allow water in and the axle will rust.  A lot of wheels get worn out by use and even more by rot.  Try moving the Hub Box and check for wood filler or caulking at the ends of the spokes.  If there is no filler and no movement between the Hub Box, Spokes and Fellows, that’s great, if there is, you should figure on buying a new set of wheels first thing.
STEP 6.   After replacing the wheel and Lynch Pin, use the ice pick.  This is a trick I learned in the Navy.  Poke with the pick under the carriage in the wood.  (Be sure you ask the owner’s permission first!)  You’re looking for wood rot.  Moisture collects mostly under the carriage and when your pick hits it, it will feel like you’re poking through soft Styrofoam.  If you find any, you should expect to replace that wood section quickly before it spreads.  Don’t be afraid of this since everything on the carriage is replaceable. 
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Most carriages that are kept outdoors will show wood problems like splitting, cracking and glue melting.  However, you must remember that wet wood destroys nails by rusting them, and sometimes you’ll only notice the nail problem after shooting or when the wood dries completely.  I have found no easy answer to identifying this nail problem when the carriage is stored outdoors, because any part of the nail that isn’t rusted away is held in place by the swollen wet wood.

This is an excellent example of dry rot in the wood, and note a laminate 
(glued) section of the trail above the lunette is missing due to moisture intrusion. 

STEP 7.   If you’ll run a magnet over the Trunion Straps, Caps, and Chin and Key Bolts, you can find out if these parts are made of aluminum.  If they are, be wary, these are HIGH stress areas and can have micro-stress cracks from previous use making it dangerous if you plan to fire the cannon.  If you’re using the carriage for static display only, then this doesn’t matter. 
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Because of the exposure to constant drying 
(sun) and humidification (rain) the nails have 
completely sprung out of this Trunion Plate.
While you have the magnet out, run it over the Lunette and check if it’s made of ferrous metal. Keep in mind that metal work on most reproduction carriages are made of aluminum, cast iron, and steel or in rare cases wrought iron.  Each metal has advantages and disadvantages. 
Depending upon its intended use, a used carriage that’s good for you may not be good for someone else’s use and vice versa.  When you decide a certain used carriage would work for you, and you start to work out the terms or price, don’t be in a rush.  Negotiate a price based on the condition of the carriage.  Yes, there are other people out looking and it may be stressful, but stop and think, do you want a long-term (possibly expensive) repair project?  Sometimes it’s just better to buy new.  Good luck!  And, contact me if you’ve got questions.  Forrest@cannonsonline.com
SPECIAL REPORT
THE MARSH CANNON 
by Jeffrey Cohen 
 
The Marsh family has been an integral part of the community of Rahway, New Jersey since the early 1600s and the Marsh house pre-dates the Revolutionary War.  When John Marsh, the present owner, started work on a new foundation for the relocation of the house to another part of his property, he had a surprise in store.

Towards the end of the first day, the backhoe struck something hard, but the operator figured he’d tackle whatever it was the next day and went home.  Believing it to be a car engine and not wanting to wait until the backhoe operator returned, Marsh hopped into the backhoe to dig some more.  To everyone’s surprise, he unearthed not a car engine, but an old cannon barrel.   
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The barrel, although mounted on a carriage that had long deteriorated to an unrecoverable state, was pulled from the ground in fine shape.  It was marked with “Daley” on the top and “RFD” at the muzzle and measured 45 inches long with a 3.5-inch bore.   

During the Revolutionary War there was a small battle in Rahway, or Spanktown as it was called in those days.  And, as best we can figure, the gun was stolen from the British and then buried so they couldn’t find it. 
 
But this isn’t the end of the story.  Not long after the cannon was dug up, John returned home to find a dozen police cars at his house.  Some of the local kids decided to break open a few dozen firecrackers and shotgun shells, loaded the powder and some rocks into the barrel and actually fired the darn thing.  The blast obliterated a nearby tree.  Marsh declined to press charges and while it would have been fun to watch, it was, of course, a blessing that no one was hurt. 
 
John has expressed an interest in restoring the cannon barrel and putting it on a carriage, maybe even shooting it off and taking it to a reenactment. That's where I come in.  I'll keep you updated as we progress.
 
Jeffrey Cohen is an Ordnance Sergeant with Jackson's Virginia Flying Artillery, 5th New York Independent Light Artillery 1st Excelsior Battery and a new friend of Cannons Online.


Congratulations to this month’s contest winner, Karl Coulombe of Quebec. Mr. Coulombe wins miniature cannon.  He correctly located the 1700 French cannon in the Forteresse de Louisbourg, Cap Breton Nouvelle Écosse, and Canada.  Enter the March contest at www.cannonsonline.com.  You never know…you just may win!
Buy, sell and trade your cannon and artillery related items at no charge (a limited time introductory offer).  Submit information TODAY regarding an item you wish to sell (complete description, photo, price, etc.) to info@cannonsonline.com.   Cannons Online reserves the right to modify and reject all submissions.  Cannons Online accepts no responsibility and does not endorse or verify any item offered in the classifieds.  This service is provided as a courtesy to our clients and visitors.  All responsibility for sales and payment are between the buyer and seller.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You can be a sponsor!  

Please contact the editor at forrest@cannonsonline.com if you would like your organization or business to be a sponsor of this email newsletter.  As a special offer, the first two organizations or businesses who contact us will appear free of charge in next month’s issue of the Carronade.

A New Contest: Check out our website for a new contest! www.cannonsonline.com
Thanks for reading our FREE "opt-in only" publication.  Send a copy of this email newsletter to a cannon-loving friend and don’t forget to tell them about Cannons Online.
Important Note: Please let us know what you think of the Carronade and what you'd like to see us include in the publication.  We strive to make it interesting, helpful and pertinent.

 Cannons Online     www.cannonsonline.com
 Cannons Online
www.cannonsonline.com

[image: image5.jpg]


